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Production Contract
Production Title: MAMMA MIA!
Rehearsals:  See rehearsal schedule attached 
Performance Dates:  April 22-25
Time:  7:00pm with a 2:00pm matinee on Saturday 


Role: 

You have 24 hours to decide if you want to accept the role offered to you.  Once the 24 hours are over if you quit the part you will not be allowed to participate in any theatre performances for the period of one year from this audition date.


Grade Policy

As a cast member of “MAMMA MIA!” and an SHS Theatre Student you will be expected to maintain appropriate grades.  There will be a grade check every two weeks throughout the entire rehearsal and production period.  If at any time, in any class, your grade falls below a 60 or is an “F” you have two weeks to pick the grade up to at least a “D”.  During this two week period you will NOT be allowed to attend any rehearsals and must have a classroom form signed by the teacher every day.  If at the end of the two weeks you have not successfully picked the grade up to a “D” then you will be removed from the show.  All forms will be sent home to your parents and must be returned the next day. An example of the grade forms are included in the production contract.


Rehearsal Attendance Procedures

There is a separate rehearsal schedule included in this packet.  The rehearsal schedule is broken down into specific characters and the times they should meet.  You will also find the scenes that are to be rehearsed, and whether or not a rehearsal is for music, dance, or acting. Students are required to be at rehearsal 5 to 10 minutes early so they are ready to start at the time it begins, not 5 minutes or 10 minutes late.  

If a student knows in advance that they will be absent, they can get an excused absence form from their student director.  The excuse form should be handed in at least two days in advance.  Students are allowed to have 2 excused absences from rehearsals before they are put on probation.  Students who are sick or leave school early should just call or text their student directors or Ms. K and let them know.  They must bring a note from their parent on their return.  Students who have to meet with a teacher, make-up a test or assignment, or must attend math lab can ALWAYS attend- this is an acceptable excused absence (these do not count as part of the two excused absences). They just need to have the teacher email Ms. K.  Any students with an unexcused absence can be dismissed from the cast.

Rehearsal schedules are not set in stone- sometimes there are unforeseen circumstances that will result in cancelled rehearsals. Sometimes we will have to reschedule or add rehearsals- we will always give two weeks notice if this happens. It is understood that two weeks is enough time to ensure that everyone will be at rehearsal, and normal rules and procedures apply.

If a rehearsal ever runs over time, you will not be penalized for leaving at the scheduled dismissal time. Again, these types of things don’t usually happen, but come dress rehearsal week we are sometimes strapped for time when we add in new elements like costuming and backdrops. If we foresee rehearsal running late, Ms. K will ask the students to text or call parents and let them know (again, students are not required to stay late).

	Student Directors:
		
		Keara Escobedo:   (863) 904-7080
Grace Lumpkin:     (941) 928-9323
Riley Dillard:	       (941) 928-0195
Ms. Knispel:	       (941) 685-0815

**Rehearsal Schedules can be seen on the website www.shstheater.com


Rehearsal Behavior and Professionalism

Rehearsal time should be fun, but we have a lot to accomplish in a short amount of time. We need every minute of rehearsal time we have, and it is important that we don’t waste time with unnecessary distractions. The best way to accomplish this is to adhere to these guidelines:

1.) Be Prepared- Bring everything you need to every rehearsal (i.e. script, pencils, music, dance shoes, dress out clothes, etc.) Always come to practice with your lines and music previewed. Work on your music, blocking and choreography outside of rehearsals so rehearsal times can be spent on polishing and making additions instead of reviewing.
2.) Be attentive- ALL students should pay attention during rehearsals. Everyone should write down their own blocking and be active participants during rehearsals. Excessive talking or goofing off will not be tolerated.
3.) Be present- Show up to rehearsal early and ready to go. Do not show up late, and be sure you get absences excused. Be actively involved in warm ups and characterization activities. 
4.) Be positive- There are times we all may get frustrated or tired- we are humans! However, bad attitudes and negativity suck the life right out of an otherwise productive rehearsal. We understand that every now and then we need a break or a chance to “cool off”, but repeat outbursts, walking out of rehearsal, giving up, or making fun of others will not be tolerated. This is theatre- cheer up 
5.) Be passionate- Enjoy every second and put everything you have into your character. It can only end in an amazing show (end experience)!			

Rehearsals are closed- this means nobody is allowed to sit in on rehearsals. This is to make sure students are not nervous and it keeps distractions at bay.

Rehearsal Notes

To keep rehearsals on schedule and to maximize time, rehearsal notes will be online on the SHS theater website (listed above) or on the Facebook page.  All students are REQUIRED to read the rehearsal notes after each rehearsal and work on whatever is on the notes for that rehearsal.  Questions can be addressed to the student directors or Ms. K.



Demerits/Discipline

Theatre is fun, but only if we maintain a certain level of professionalism. We will be using a demerit system to ensure this happens. Demerits will be given as follows:

Unexcused absence/tardy- 		1 demerit
Failure to memorize lines- 		1 demerit for every day past due date
Failure to memorize music- 		1 demerit for every day past due date
Talking/causing distractions-		1 demerit
Failure to dress out- 			1 demerit 
Unprepared (missing pencil, 		1 demerit
no script, didn’t bring the right
shoes, etc.)

Once a student has reached 10 demerits they must meet with their Main Director.  Any additional demerits after this point can have the student removed without the return of any money for show fees.

Failure to meet construction hours, publicity hours, or maintaining grades results in automatic removal from the show.

(****DISCLAIMER*** Please understand that while these rules seem a little harsh, they are important. The more diligent we are in rehearsal, the more time we have in the long run to enjoy ourselves and have fun. And we DO have fun, ask anyone who is in the program already)


Show Fee

All students in each production must pay a show fee.  This fee is to help cover the rental fee associated with each costume, to help reduce costs for set construction and special prop purchases, and to help toward rights, licensing and Symphonia (our music accompaniment program). There will always be fundraisers for students to raise the money for the show fee.  Our show fee is $75.00 and it is due no later than February 19, 2019.

SHS theatre students have many opportunities to fundraise. Fundraisers are regularly communicated in class, through Remind101, Facebook, and at the Drama Booster meetings. Our main fundraiser is the Carrabbas fundraiser (date TBA). Students can raise $5 for every Carrabbas ticket they sell. This means if they sell 15 tickets, their show fee is paid for.

The show fee is non-refundable. Students who drop out, fail to maintain grades, or earn more than 10 demerits will not be able to get back their show fee. 


Rides

Please plan and make sure to have rides to and from rehearsals.  Rehearsal schedules will be followed strictly and 2-week notice will be given.  As stated earlier, due to human error and emergencies there are times that schedules will be changed or adjusted and we understand the difficulty in changing rides quickly, but ask that with the exception of the occasional emergency, all students be picked in a timely manner.




Construction Days and Publicity

All students in the production of “MAMMA MIA!” are required to spend at least 6 hours assisting and helping with construction/painting/set design. A construction day usually begins at 8:00am and runs through the evening. There are many construction days scheduled, so students can do all their hours in one day or spread them out.

Publicity hours are also required. Students must attend at least 2 hours of publicity. Publicity days are usually scheduled during construction days.  We will talk more about these days as they come, so keep an eye out on Facebook and the website.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Ad Sales

People never understand the cost of putting on a full production until they really get a chance to go “behind the scenes”. Many of you know that costumes usually cost us anywhere from $3,000-$8,000, construction costs anywhere from a couple hundred to a couple thousand dollars, rights to the show are $2,800, and Symphonia is usually $1,400. Add in operating costs, emergency items, special props, special effects machines, etc, and the cost can be mind boggling. 

Our ad sale fundraiser offsets major costs to our program. It is a required fundraiser, but is very simple for our students. Each student is required to sell ad space in our “MAMMA MIA!” program. Spaces come in full page ($100), half page ($50), business card ($25), and shout out ($5) sizes. A separate packet will be coming home to explain it all in detail. Each student is required to sell $25 worth of ads. Other schools have done this with great success, and even built up their budgets so that they were able to cut down the costs for show fees. 

We find that local businesses love advertising with school groups, and the worst they can say if you ask is “no”. Shout outs are super easy to sell. This is the perfect opportunity to hit up neighbors (we see you over there mowing your yard), families (What’s up Nana!), and friends (they own you for that time they embarrassed you in the lunch line, anyways) to help us out and send in encouraging one liners to be seen by one and all in our program that we hand out on show nights.


T-Shirts

Every cast has their own show t-shirt. It is not a requirement to purchase a shirt, however, they are a useful tool for publicity and a great keepsake. If a student orders a shirt, they will not receive it until it is paid for. Shirts are usually anywhere between $15 and $20. Families may also order shirts if they wish.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Boosters/Communication/Volunteer Hours

There are many ways to stay up to date with what is going on. There is an SHS Theatre Facebook page where students and parents can stay up to date on activities and schedule changes. We will also use Remind101 as an easy and instant way to communicate. The sign up instructions for cast and parents are attached at the end of this packet. 

In addition, parents should attend Booster meetings if they want to be in the know. Booster meeting dates are listed on our website. Parents of students involved in after school productions are required to attend the booster meetings in order for their child to remain in the show.

We also require parent volunteer hours in order for students to participate in after school theatre. There are many ways to earn hours, including (but not limited to) preparing, bringing in, or serving cast meals; working set builds; picking up and donating supplies; wrangling props; sewing/altering costumes; donating services; working concessions; cleaning costumes; donating Home Depot/Lowes/Walmart gift cards; anything you can think of! 


Strike Night

A letter will come home closer to the show dates reminding students of their commitment to stay and help until the completion of strike night. Strike night is the last night of our show, after the final curtain, when we all have to work together to take the entire set down, put away props, and box up costumes. We have to be done by the end of the night, and the only way to do it is to have all hands on deck. All SHS Theatre production participants are required to stay until we are finished, or they are dismissed. Any student who leaves without being dismissed will not be allowed to audition for any future SHS Theatre productions. In the past few years, our strikes have been as quick and efficient as possible, and many parents, alumni, and staff work together to get the job done. Please plan on staying (and hopefully helping) with your child on the last night of the show, December 14, to be sure this process goes quickly and smoothly.

























MAMMA MIA! Production Contract
Both students and parents must read and understand the following list of requirements. If you can fulfill these requirements, students must initial each line and both students and parents must sign. 
___ I understand that I must be on time and present for every rehearsal I am scheduled for.
___I will give at least two weeks prior notice if I am to be late or absent for my rehearsals.
___I understand that I will earn one(1) demerit for every unexcused absence and tardy and that 10 demerits will result in my removal from the show.
___I will turn in my show fee on time or I will not be in the show. 
___If I have trouble coming up with my show fee, I understand that the SHS Theatre Program gives me opportunities to fundraise, and I will take advantage of those opportunities.
___I will memorize all lines, blocking and choreography by the due dates or I will earn one demerit for every day past the due date. 10 demerits will result in my removal from the show.
___I will come to every dance rehearsal dressed out and with the appropriate shoes. If I do not come dressed out, I will sit out, and each rehearsal I sit out will result in one(1) demerit. 10 demerits will result in my removal from the show.
___I will come to every music rehearsal with my music previewed and lyrics memorized. If my lyrics are not memorized BEFORE I come to rehearsal, I am wasting valuable practice time. Each rehearsal I attend without my lyrics memorized will result in one(1) demerit. 10 demerits will result in my removal from the show.
___I understand that rehearsal time is to be fun, but distraction free. Therefore, I will do my part to be a responsible and attentive cast member- every time I must be disciplined for talking, goofing off, or causing a distraction I will earn one(1) demerit. 10 demerits will result in my removal from the show.
___I understand that my success in school comes before my extracurriculars, so I will maintain a 2.5 GPA during the entire rehearsal process. Any time my grades fall below a “D” in any class, I will be placed on academic probation. Any time my grades fall below an “F” in any class, I will be put on academic suspension.
___ I have read and agree to all the terms in the “MAMMA MIA!” production contract.

Student Signature: _______________________________________ Date: _________________________
Parent Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _________________________

I will NOT be able to fulfill the list of requirements. I hereby relinquish the role I was offered. I understand I may sign up for backstage and audition for upcoming shows as long as I decline my role within 48 hours of receiving this contract.
Student Signature: _______________________________________ Date: _________________________
Parent Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _________________________
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